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Dubai, 19 May 2015 

 

SOCIETE GENERALE LAUNCHES MIDDLE EAST STRUCTURED FINANCE PLATFORM  

 

Societe Generale has strengthened its presence in the Middle East by establishing a structured 

finance platform at its hub in Dubai. The platform brings expertise from the bank’s global franchises to 

the region, adding specialists in project finance, export finance, asset finance and debt capital markets 

on the ground in order to further meet the growing demand from the region. 

 

“The expectation for lower oil prices in the medium term is creating a significant need for external 

funding, whether from banks or from capital markets,” said Richad Soundardjee, Societe Generale 

Chief Executive Officer, Middle East. “Societe Generale is a global structured finance house that has 

the capacity to meet those needs in the Middle East. With this new platform, we are even more 

relevant as our local pool of specialists can originate and execute transactions on the ground in close 

and regular contact with our clients, working hand in hand with our coverage bankers and our expert 

teams in London and Paris.” 

 

The team will be spearheaded by: 

 

 Charles Emmanuel de Beauregard – Director, Structured Finance, responsible for export, 

infrastructure and asset-based finance, who relocates from the bank’s Paris headquarters where 

he focused on originating export finance transactions in the Middle East;  

 Cem Orekli – Director, Natural Resources, who has more than 14 years’ experience in energy 

finance, both in advisory and lending roles, and rejoins the bank after having held senior roles in 

natural resources activities at ING Bank N.V. and most recently UniCredit Bank AG in London; 

 Karim El Zein – Vice President, Debt Capital Markets, who joins from Credit Suisse in London, 

where he originated and executed DCM transactions for corporates, financials and sovereigns in 

the Middle East, Turkey and Africa.  
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This new platform complements the historical presence of coverage, global markets and private 

banking in the region. This investment is an integral part of Societe Generale’s ambition to become a 

partner of choice for regional Corporates, Financial Institutions, and Sovereigns in our areas of global 

expertise. The group's growth strategy for the region, as per its five-year development plan launched 

in 2014, will continue to translate into the allocation of further capital and specialized teams in the 

Middle East region going forward. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Societe Generale in the Middle East 

Societe Generale has been active in the Middle East since 1997. The Group’s approach favours long-term value creation, 

helping the region achieve its sustainable economic and social goals by expanding its client base, deploying more resources 

and providing a broader range of solutions and services. Serving clients from its hub in Dubai, complemented by an on-the-

ground presence in Abu Dhabi and Riyadh, it has the capacity, as a multi-specialist international corporate and investment 

bank, to align its global business lines with regional expertise to be a partner of choice. 

 

Societe Generale serves its clients across a wide spectrum of categories: 

 Corporates, Financial Institutions and Sovereign Entities: providing a global advisory approach (M&A, project finance 
advisory, capital structuring, and asset & liability management), as well as quality capital raising solutions across the debt 
and equity spectrum, optimised financing and expert risk management responses notably in the realm of foreign exchange 
and rates derivatives 
 

 Institutional Investors: offering reliable and sound investment opportunities and risk management solutions through its 
integrated global markets platform delivering seamless access to markets (equity, rates, credit, currencies, commodities 
and derivatives), as well as advice and solid financial engineering, quality of execution – both Agency and principal-, 
forward-looking research across asset classes, an industry-leading clearing proposition and prime brokerage services. 

 

 

For more information, follow us on twitter @societegenerale or visit our website www.societegenerale.com.  

http://www.societegenerale.com/

